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L E T T E R  O F  I N T E R E S T

December 5, 2022

Attention:  Thomas Honles, Project Manager

Department of Enterprise Services

1500 Jefferson St, Olympia, WA 98501

RE: Statement of Qualifications - Project No. 2022-502

 WVH Building 10 Bathroom Addition

Dear Mr. Honles and Selection Committee Members, 

SAGE Architectural Alliance is a woman-owned architectural firm founded in 2010 that brings commitment and 

deep expertise to serve the WVH Transitional Housing program.  We have completed previous designs for the 

Transitional Housing program, and we are very familiar with the important role the program serves.  Our entire 

design team is also highly familiar with Building 10.  The project must be ready for bid by June 2023.  Because of 

the delays in current permit processing costing several months, the advantages of building familiarity as well as 

our expertise permitting bathroom projects will assure the schedule can be met.

SAGE led the 2017 Building 10 Housing Study that that drew on extensive available data about homeless veterans 

and unmet needs to help create the vision for Building 10ís Transitional Program.  The subsequent design 

studies of Building 10 were the basis for moving the Transitional Housing program into Building 10.  Team 

members became very familar with the buildingís structure and systems and explored many creative options.  

The study included options for private bathrooms as well as the  Jack and Jill bathrooms selected.  

In 2019 SAGE led the Building 9 & 10 Behavior Health Study  that used Building 10 as a pre-design alternative 

providing opportunity for a further in-depth study of the Building 10 structure and building systems.  Our same 

team of architects, plumbing and mechanical engineers, electrical and structural engineers, all highly familiar 

with the building, are excited to partner for this project.

Quali� cations:  With over 40 years of architectural experience and over 25 years of experience managing 

phased, occupied renovation projects, we understand the challenges of designing and construction with a set 

budget.  Valerie Thiel, founding principal of SAGE Architectural Alliance who led the previous two projects, will 

again be the project manager and Principal-in-Charge.  Valerie will be your daily project contact from design 

through construction.  Larry Sinnott, firm partner, returns as the technical architect for this project.  Our highly 

qualified engineering team have all collaborated together on the previous design work for Building 10.

Design and Permit Drawings:  Design leads will be Valerie, who has just completed a similar bathroom 

project, together with interior designer, Jennifer Schoeder, who previously led the interior design effort for 

Building 10.  We know what the Kitsap County permit officials will require.  The SAGE production support team 

of designers, Junjie Jiang, Chiaki Tanaka, and Gayle Elam will assure deliverable dates are met. Our designers are 

very atuned to facilities-friendly solutions that are durable and minimize maintenance. 

Experience:  SAGE Architectural Alliance has completed several similar bathroom projects for other transitional 

housing clients or that required phased construction in occupied buildings.  We also recently completed a 

renovation to upgrade restrooms to ADA compliance.  

In summary, SAGE provides leadership, management ability, subject matter expertise, and professionalism.  We 

do this while promoting a culture of creativity and fun.  Our belief that architecture has the power to make a 

difference infuses everything we do.  Please accept this submission as evidence of the enthusiasm, experience, 

and breadth of knowledge that we will bring to your projects.  In the meantime, if you have any questions, please 

call me directly at 206-694-3441.

Valerie Thiel, AIA, LEED AP

Principal-in-Charge, Project Manager

2006 E Miller St, Ste A, Seattle, WA 98112
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